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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
Ottensen et al (Patent Number 5,778,135). Hereinafter referred as Ottensen. 

Regarding claim 1, Ottensen discloses a method for suppressing undesired 
program segments from a broadcast program (Divide material into segments (208) in 
figure 2), the method comprising the steps of: receiving program information from a 
service provider (Receive Digital Program Material (404) in figure 4); determining 
whether undesired program segments are present in the received program information 
(Check the tag of each segment (412) in figure 4); and modifying the displayed 
program to eliminate the undesired program segments (Edit out segment with a tag 
indicating objectable material (414) in figure 4). 

Regarding claim 2, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of determining whether a user program control mode has been 
activated (page 7 lines 1-4), wherein said steps of determining whether undesired 
program segments are present and modifying the displayed program are performed 
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when the user program control mode has been activated (Editing Device (602) in 
figure 6). 

Regarding claim 3, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said step of determining further comprises comparing the received program information 
with user defined preferences (Figure 9 shows the metadata media center that 
compares the edited part with the unedited recording). 

3. Claims 4-1 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ottensen et al (Patent Number 5,778,135) in view of Reese (US Patent 4,602,297). 
Hereinafter referred as Ottensen and Reese. 

Regarding claim 4, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said step of modifying the displayed program comprises the steps of: identifying how 
many undesired program segments are present (Frame editor (308) in figure 3); 
calculating a time compensation factor for the undesired program segments (Edit out 
segment with a tag indicating objectionable material (414) In figure 4); and 
displaying the program to the user uninterrupted with all of the undesired program 
segments removed (Skip Segment (518) in figure 5). However, Markman fails to 
show the delaying the start of the program. Reese discloses on (delay unit (14) in 
figure 1). 
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Therefore, it would liave been obvious at tlie time of tlie invention to include the 
use of delaying a broadcasting program until a desired time to be displayed. This is a 
useful combination because it allows the access for later program retrieval. 

Regarding claim 5, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein 
said step of modifying the displayed program comprises the steps of: identifying how 
many undesired program segments are present (Frame editor (308) in figure 3); 
calculating time compensation factors for each of the undesired program segments 
(Edit out segment with a tag indicating objectionable material (414) in figure 4); 
extending selective desired program segments by the calculated time compensation 
factors (Locate Tag of Segment (504) in figure 5); and displaying the program to the 
user uninterrupted with all of the undesired program segments removed (Display 
Segment (520) in figure 5). 

Regarding claim 6, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 4, further 
comprising the steps of: displaying the calculated time compensation factor to the user 
(Edit out segment with a tag indicating objectionable material (414) in figure 4); 

requesting user input to confirm delayed start of the program for the time specified; 
wherein said steps of delaying and displaying are performed with the user confirms the 
delayed start of the program (delay unit (14) in figure 1 Reese). 

Regarding claims 7 and 12, Ottensen discloses a method for suppressing 
undesired program segments from a broadcast program (Check the tag of each 
Segment (412) in figure 4), the method comprising the steps of: determining if a 
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program control mode has been activated (Edit out Segment with a tag indicating 
objectionable material (414) in figure 4); loading program information relating to the 
program content from the service provider when the program control mode has been 
activated (Check tag to determine the segment's rating in figure 5); identifying 
whether undesired program segments are present in the received program information 
(Objectionable material (516) in figure 5); calculating a time compensation factor for 
the undesired program segments; delaying the start of the program for a time equal to 
the calculated time (delay unit (14) in figure 1 Reese); and displaying the program to 
the user uninterrupted with all of the undesired program segments removed (Display 
Segment (520) in figure 5) 

Regarding claims 8 and 13, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 7, 
further comprising the step of returning to a normal operation mode when no undesired 
program segments are present in the received program information (Skip Segment 
(518) in figure 5). 

Regarding claim 9, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 7, wherein 
said step of identifying includes the step of comparing the loaded program information 
with user defined preferences (Compare tag with rating selected by viewer (512) in 
figure 5). 

Regarding claim 10, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 7, further 
comprising the steps of: displaying the calculated waiting time to the user (column 5 
lines 58-59); requesting user input to confirm delayed start of the program for the time 
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specified, wlierein said steps of delaying and displaying are performed wlien tlie user 
confirms the delayed start of the program (delay unit (14) in figure 1 Reese). 

Regarding claim 11, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 7, 
wherein said step of calculating a time compensation factor comprises: calculating the 
time duration for each undesired program segment (Edit out Segment with a tag 
indicating objectionable material (414) in figure 4); and adding each calculated time 
duration until all undesired program segments have been accounted (column 5 lines 
58-59). 

Regarding claim 14, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 12, 
wherein said step of determining further comprises the steps of: comparing a time 
duration of an immediately preceding desired program segment with the fractional 
computation of the combined time durations of the undesired program segment and the 
immediately preceding desired program segment (Tag segments to indicate rating 
(210) in figure 2); calculating a time extension factor when the time duration of the 
immediately preceding desired program is greater than or equal to the fractional 
computation (Locate tag of segment (504) in figure 5); and calculating a waiting time 
factor when the time duration of the immediately preceding desired program is less than 
the fractional computation (column 5 lines 58-59). 

Regarding claim 15, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 14, 
wherein said step of displaying further comprises the steps of: extending the program 
segments immediately preceding the undesired program segments by the calculated 
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time extension factor; and delaying tine start of the program for the calculated waiting 
time (delay unit (14) in figure 1 Reese). 

Regarding claim 16, Ottensen discloses the method according to claim 15, 
further comprising the step of displaying the waiting time to the user (control circuit 
(18) in figure 1); and requesting user input to confirm delayed start of the program for 
the waiting time specified (Delay Unit Video Tape Recorder "A" in figure 5 Reese). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Franklin S. Andramuno whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3004. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs (7:30am - 5:00pm) 
alternate Fri off (EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 )272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from tlie 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Chris Kelley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2623 



